Veteran Interview Questions
In interviewing veterans, it is extremely important to listen to the words that are coming from them.  Be sensitive regarding some of their memories, as many may be harmful for them to recollect.  Encourage them to follow up when necessary.  Expand upon the basic questions listed below, as an interview that will receive the full 15 points must go beyond this list.  If you choose to tape record the conversation, be sure to ask permission from them.   You will need to have them sign the bottom of this sheet as one source of verification of the interview.  You may not send this sheet off to someone to fill out for you, as the purpose of this task is to actually sit down with a veteran.  After you are finished, you should send a thank you note to the veteran expressing your appreciation for his/her time.
1. During which war did you serve?

2. How long were you in active duty?  Which branch?   Which unit?

3. Where were you stationed during the conflict?  When were you stationed there?
4. Were you drafted or did you volunteer to serve in the armed forces?

5. At the time, what were your feelings toward our involvement in the war?   Did you feel we were justified in our participation?
6. What do you remember about the support of the nation back home during the war?  Would you categorize it as supportive or antagonistic?
7. What is your most vivid memory about the war?  
8. What were the conditions like in which you lived between the actual armed conflicts?  What was the morale of the troops?  Please describe the daily events that took place.  

9. What did serving the country teach you most about yourself?

10. Would you please describe the camaraderie between your company.  What are your memories of the men/women you served closely with?  How well do/did you stay in touch with them?
11. Our class is focusing on the concept of citizenship, will you please discuss your thoughts on how serving the nation in the armed services reinforces citizenship?

12. Should everyone be required to enlist in military service, such as Israel requires?

13. What prior military experience should the man elected as Commander-in-Chief have?

14. What do you feel is the most misunderstood idea about veterans, either from your particular war or from any time?
15. What lessons should the younger generations take with them most when they study the era your conflict took place in?

16. What role do you feel the government should take in the protection of its veterans?

17. What role do you feel the general public should take in supporting its veterans?
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