THE AMERICAN PRESIDENT – Which roles did you see in the movie? Give an example of the action that symbolized the role.


Name ___________________________________________________________





QUESTIONS FOR “THE AMERICAN PRESIDENT”

On a separate sheet of paper, answer the following questions.  Attach them to the Discussion Questions sheet and turn both papers in.

**Make sure your paper uses complete sentences and is written legibly**

1) Examine how the movie demonstrates each of the 7 basic roles of the President.  Cite specific examples.

2) For Legislative Leader, summarize how the Crime Bill and the Fossil Fuels Bill went through the process.  For example, lobbying, negotiating votes, role of outsiders in legislation.

3) Describe the role of A.J., the President’s Chief of Staff.  In viewing the film, how powerful do you think the Chief of Staff is?

4) Describe the role of Sydney, the lobbyist.  What is a lobbyist, what is their job?  

5) Choose an interest group (http://usgovinfo.about.com/blorgs.htm   (Try this site!!) and research it a little.  What is the main issue of the interest group?  What issues do they focus on?  After researching the interest group and seeing “Sydney” in action, would you want to be a professional lobbyist?  Why or why not?

6) Do you agree with President Shepard’s decision at the end of the movie?  Why or why not?

7) Should we as a voting society hold our public officials to a higher standard of moral behavior?  Think about the situation between Sydney & the president…

Explain your position thoroughly.




The President’s Major Roles





Chief Executive





Head of State





Economic Leader





Party Leader





Chief Diplomat





Commander in Chief





Legislative Leader












