Local Appointed Official Interview

In conducting this interview, be sure your subject is not elected by the community.  It is extremely important to listen to the words that are coming from them.  Encourage them to follow up when necessary, either for clarification or continue upon a point that interests you.  Expand upon the basic questions listed below, as an interview that will receive the full points must go beyond this list.  If you choose to tape record the conversation, be sure to ask permission from them.   You will need to have them sign the bottom of this sheet as one source of verification of the interview.  You may not send this sheet off to someone to fill out for you, as the purpose of this task is to actually conduct an interview.  After you are finished, you should send a thank you note to the official expressing your appreciation for his/her time.

1. What is your title and local government department for which you work?

2. What are the responsibilities of your job?

3. How long have you held this position?

4. Have you had any special training or education to do this type of work?

5. How did you happen to choose this career?  

6. Could you do this same type of work in the private sector?  Have you worked in the private sector?  (If yes, why did you choose to enter public work?)

7. What is the most difficult aspect of your job?

8. What do you like best about your job?

9. Are there any particular goals you would like to achieve during your time in this job?

10. What is the most unusual or unique situation that has occurred during your tenure in this job?   How did you handle it?

11. How closely do you follow the media’s coverage of your department and local government?  In general, how would you rate the accuracy of that news coverage?

12. Do you feel that your department is adequately allotted money during each fiscal year to provide the services your department offers?   Explain your position.

13. If you had the chance to make your own public service announcement related to the work that you do, what would you talk about?  Why?


14. How has your perception of local government changed since you entered the public sector?

15. How has your perception of state government changed since you entered the public sector?
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