Elected Government Official Interview

In conducting this interview, be sure your subject is elected by the community.  It is extremely important to listen to the words that are coming from them.  Encourage them to follow up when necessary, either for clarification or continue upon a point that interests you.  Expand upon the basic questions listed below, as an interview that will receive the full points must go beyond this list.  If you choose to tape record the conversation, be sure to ask permission from them.   You will need to have them sign the bottom of this sheet as one source of verification of the interview.  You may not send this sheet off to someone to fill out for you, as the purpose of this task is to actually conduct an interview.  After you are finished, you should send a thank you note to the official expressing your appreciation for his/her time.

1. How long have you been serving as an elected official?

2. When you first ran for office, what were your reasons for wanting to serve?  For officials who have served multiple terms, have your reasons for running changed since your first term?

3. How much time do you spend each month on your duties as an elected official?

4. What area or areas of municipal or county operations interests you the most?

5. What areas do you find the most complex?

6. What is your favorite part of serving the public? Why?

7. What is your least favorite part of serving the public?  Why?

8. What accomplishment are you most proud of?  Why?

9. Did any aspect of the job come as a surprise after you took office?  Is there something that you wish someone had told you about the job before you were sworn in?

10. What is the toughest decision you have ever had to make as an elected official?  What made it especially difficult?

11. What is your perception on how the media covers local government?  Do they do adequately spend time covering the issues of the communities?  Is it fair and objective?
12. Has your perception of state government changed in any way since you took office?

13. Has your perception of federal government changed?

14. What, if anything, would you suggest as a prerequisite for serving as a local government elected official?

15. What is your position on term limits for locally elected officials?

16. Why do you feel citizens of our community do not turn out for local elections only as opposed to those local elections taking place when a national election is also being decided?

17. How would you propose to make citizens in our community more active in local government?
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