Civil Rights Movement Interview
In conducting this interview, remember that you must choose a subject who was at least a teenager during the days of the movement.  It is extremely important to listen to the words that are coming from them.  Be respectful regarding some of their memories.  Encourage them to follow up when necessary.  Expand upon the basic questions listed below, as an interview that will receive the full points must go beyond this list.  If you choose to tape record the conversation, be sure to ask permission from them.   You will need to have them sign the bottom of this sheet as one source of verification of the interview.  You may not send this sheet off to someone to fill out for you, as the purpose of this task is to actually conduct an interview.  After you are finished, you should send a thank you note to the person expressing your appreciation for his/her time.

1. In what part of the country were you living in during the Civil Rights Movement?

2. How would you characterize the racial relations in your community?

3. Did you attend a school that was segregated at the time of your studies?  If yes, discuss the feelings you had regarding the separation of races inside educational institutes.
4. To the best of your memories, were elections open to all persons in your community before the Civil Rights Acts were passed during Lyndon Johnson’s administration?  If no, how would you describe the voter drives to help register African-Americans?

5. Do you feel television and the media were unbiased in their presentation of the Civil Rights Movement?  What role do you feel the media had in the movement?
6. Describe the economic protests that took place in your community, such as sit-ins, bus boycotts, business boycotts, etc.  If none took place in your community, describe the ones you remember from that time.

7. What were your memories of Martin Luther King?  After his assassination in 1968, how would you describe the immediate reaction by your community?  Had Dr. King not been assassinated, do you think the movement would have been more successful in short term success?
8. What were your reactions to the movements that did not emphasize Dr. King’s ideas of non-violent resistance (if needed, prompt the subject with groups such as the Black Panthers, etc.)?  In your opinion, how successful were these groups’ ideas and actions in working toward equality among all races?

9. Outside of Martin Luther King, who would you consider the most important participant of the Civil Rights Movement?  Why would you choose this person?
10. Do you feel the government helped or hindered the movement?  Explain your position.  What specific measures did the government take that can reinforce your position?

11. In your opinion, what should the government’s role have been in the Movement?

12. What impact do you feel the Civil Rights Movement had on other groups that either have sought or are currently seeking equality in society (i.e. the feminist movement of the 1970s, the Hispanic movements of the 1970s, the same-sex marriage movement)?

13. What lessons should today’s youth draw from your days as a teenager?

14. Has history treated the Civil Rights Movement with the respect it deserves?  Explain.
15. Today, we see the music and artistic world using racial slurs with regularity.  Explain your position on the language that during the Civil Rights Movement was considered derogatory: is it freedom of speech/artistic expression, or do you view it as offensive?  
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